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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Four years after Congress directed the Department of Energy (DOE) to
revamp its polygraph program, taking into account a 2003 National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report that
questioned the scientific basis for the accuracy of polygraph testing, particularly when used to screen
employees, DOE promulgated a regulation on October 30, 2006, that eliminated polygraph screening tests
without specific cause. DOE said its counterintelligence evaluation policies were now consistent with existing
Intelligence Community practices and the NAS 2003 report s recommendations, particularly for cases when
polygraph tests were used for screening purposes rather than for investigating specific events. Under its 2006
regulation, DOE requires that an applicant or employee be polygraph tested only if one of the following five
causes is triggered: (1) a counterintelligence evaluation of an applicant or employee reveals that the individual
may be engaged in certain activities, including clandestine or unreported relationships with foreign powers,
organizations, or persons; (2) an employee is to be assigned to certain activities within DOE which involve
another agency, and that agency requires a polygraph examination; (3) an agency to which a DOE employee
will be assigned requests that DOE administer a polygraph examination as a condition of the assignment; (4) an
employee.
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