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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Belle of Australia: Or Who Am 1? | kept my promises,
and the master of the ship was faithful to his word; but | fear that | heard more first-class profanity on that
sixty-days passage than was good for a young man of nineteen, who had been tenderly reared by a loving
mother, and who had been in the habit of associating with men who did not swear, except under great
provocation. Who | was, and why | was seeking my fortune on the shores of the Pacific, will be revealed in the
course of this true and minute history of my early life. Of our passage from San Francisco I will say but little, for
a more disagreeable voyage | never experienced, as our men were ignorant and brutal, hardly one of them
knowing the duties of a sailor, many of them shanghae d from the shore during a drunken stupor, while the
officers were impatient, cross, and tyrannical, and gave their orders with blows, and the latter usually preceded
the former. The ship was a floating hell, yet as a passenger | suffered but little discomfort, and was on friendly
terms with master, mates, and crew, and never failed to lend a helping hand in dressing a sailor s wounds,
when a scalp was laid open with a belaying pin, fid, capstan bar, or marlinspike. | was looked upon as the
surgeon of the vessel, and had free access to the medicine chest, and thus was enabled to soothe many a poor
fellow s pain, which might have gone unrelieved for all the officers cared. Angus, said Captain Crescent one
morning at breakfast,...
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