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Number: KF27 . W347 2005k OCLC Number: (OCoLC)173688812 Subject: Disability evaluation -- United States --
Management. Excerpt: . . . ight million disabled workers and their families received 6. 2 billion in monthly
benefits. By 2013, the SSA expects the DI rolls to increase by 35 percent due to the aging of the Baby Boomers.
The SSI program is a means-tested income assistance program funded with general revenues. As of July 2005,
about 5. 9 million blind and disabled individuals received 2. 6 billion in Federal monthly SSI payments. Growing
workloads for these two programs have placed increasing demands on the SSA. Applications have increased 30
percent during the past 5 years, from 2 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 1999 to 2. 6 million in FY 2004. Those who
pursued their disability claims through all levels of agency appeal waited an average of 1, 049 days in FY 2004
for a final decision. While the DI and SSI programs accounted for only 21 percent of benefit payments in 2004,
these programs consumed more than 57 percent of the SSAs administrative resources, due to the complexity of
making disability determinations. Currently, persons seeking DI or SSI benefits must file an application with the
SSA, which is forwarded to a federally-funded State Disability Determination Service (DDS) to determine
whether the individual meets the medical and vocational criteria for disability. If the DDS denies the claim, the
applicant has three levels of administrative appeal, including a hearing by an Administrative Law Judge, before
proceeding to Federal court. During a September 25, 2003 hearing before the Subcommittee on Social Security,
the Commissioner of Social Security, Jo Anne B. Barnhart, first outlined her approach to improve the disability
determination process....
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