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House of Representatives of the United States, on Friday, the Eighth Day of January, 1813 Mr. H. Clay (Speaker)
said he was gratified yesterday by the recommitment of this bill to a committee of the whole House, from two
considerations; one, since it afforded to him a slight relaxation from a most fatiguing situation, and the other,
because it furnished him with an opportunity of presenting to the committee his sentiments upon the important
topics which had been mingled in the debate. He regretted, however, that the necessity under which the
chairman had been placed, of putting the question. precluded him from an opportunity he had wished to have
enjoyed of rendering more acceptable to the committee any thing he might have to offer on the interesting
points it was bis duty to touch. Unprepared, however, as he was to speak on this day, of which he was the more
sensible from the ill state of his health, he would solicit the attention of the committee for a few moments. | was
a little astonished, | confess, said Mr. C. when | found this bill permitted to pass silently through the committee of
the whole, and that, not until the moment when the question was about to be put for its third reading, was it
selected as that subject on which gentlemen in the opposition, chose to lay before the House their views of the
interesting attitude in which the nation stands. It did appear to me that the loan bill, which will soon come
before us, would have afforded a much more proper occasion, it...
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