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greatness of a teacher s responsibilities can never be laughed down, nor belittled, nor ignored. Standing forever
by the gates messenger of the gods, translating their meanings not to men, worn, grey, hard of hearing, dull of
sight, but to children, young, eager, swiA-footed, rapturous, keen of apprehension the - true teacher is as one
chosen from a multitude, and given a sign from heaven, and so anointed and set apart forever. To feel this
truth strongly will give purpose and dignity to the teacher s character. The time is coming, let us not forget,
when I am a teacher, will carry as much weight and professional meaning as, I am a lawyer, or, I am a
physician. This is logically true, because neither law nor medicine are more a part of ultimate human
development than is the profession-to-be of teaching. As the world grows wiser, the need of schools and
colleges will be felt more and more; the demand for professionally trained teachers will increase. To make
teaching a recognized profession, the friends of education must develop the professional feeling. Now,
teachers, as a class, do not know enough of each other, or of the work which is being done in allied fields of
human thought. They must link themselves more closely with the grander movements of the times. Suppose
that the teachers of each county sent delegates to a State convention, where the best lecturers and teachers of
national reputation were present; then, suppose that, aAer a week of solid work, and aAer even the most
lagging soul had caught the march and impetus...
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