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of War On the 27th December, 1776, Congress - Resolved, That General Washington shall be, and he is hereby,
vested with full, ample, and complete powers to raise and collect together, in the most speedy and eIectua
manner, from any or all of these United States, sixteen battalions of infantry, in addition to those already voted
by Congress; to appoint oIicers for the said battalions of infantry; to raise, oIicer, and equip three thousand
light-horse, three regiments of artillery, and a corps of engineers, and to establish their pay. That the foregoing
powers be vested in General Washington for and during the term of six months from the date hereof, unless
sooner determined by Congress. Under this law it is probable, that some organization styled a Corps of
Engineers, was established in the Army under the rules and regulations of General Washington. The news of the
conflict of the colonies with Great Britain, together with the eIorts of our diplomatic agents abroad, soon
brought a crowd of foreign oIicers, principally French, to our shores, some of whom had been educated as
military engineers, and were commissioned in our Army as such, and assigned to the various armies and
commands as needed. Among the arrivals in the early part of 1777 were four oIicers from the royal corps of
engineers of the French army, who were commissioned, respectively, in the engineers, with the rank, one, of
brigadier-general, two, of colonel, and one of lieutenant-colonel, the brigadier-general, Louis le Bgtate du
Portail, taking precedence and rank of all other engineers in the service. The propriety of establishing by...
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